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infants. Every time the train stopped, my khaki nurse came
running along the lines either to lock the carriage door or to
stand outside and guard me from the terrors of the Babylonian
night. At first I thought he was making sure that no one
would kidnap me; but as the stations at which we stopped
began to show a uniform desolation, I concluded that he
was only making sure that I did not escape. Like so many
others in Iraq, he credited me with an insatiable hunger for
tea and biscuits, which he promised to bring at some
unearthly hour in the morning.

So I lay trying to sleep, watching the night sky powdered
from horizon to horizon with stars. In such flat country
the pattern of the sky at night is a compensation for the
featureless landscape by day. It is easy to understand why
the Chaldeans were among the world's first astronomers.
The sky is a superb spectacle every night, and the absence of
mountains, or even hills, means that the mind of the star-
gazer is never drawn back to earth, but is encouraged to
wander in terrifying speculation among the constellations.
In ancient times the summit of every ziggurat must have held
its little group of men looking up into the violet immensity of
the sky, alone with the mystery of the Universe like sailors on
the sea.

That the Wise Men from the East were Chaldean
astronomers is more than a pleasing fancy. Kepler discovered
that the conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in the constellation
Pisces, normally seen once only in eight hundred years,
occurred no fewer than three times just before the birth of
Christ. In no place would it have been more eagerly noted
than in the ancient home of astronomy. " We have seen His
Star in the East," said the Magi, " and have come to worship
Him." How many artists have pictured them setting out from
these level plains on the way to Bethlehem, with the Star
burning above them?

As the train pounded to the south, I lay reading Sir Leonard
Woolley's book, Ur of the Chaldees. This book describes what
will probably go down to history as one of the most valuable
and interesting archaeological discoveries of our time. The
excavators found evidence of the Flood. They found the
tombs of highly civilised people who lived centuries before